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NEWS RELEASE

Feb. 6, 1996
UM FRESHMAN NAMED OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER
MISSOULA ~
A University of Montana—Missoula freshman was recently named Outstanding Volunteer
for Fall 1995 by Volunteer Action Services, a volunteer placement clearinghouse located at UM’s
Davidson Honors College.
Larissa Smith, a radio/television major from B igfork. was chosen for the award because of
her efforts at Halloween on behalf of children enrolled in 16 Missoula day care centers. Smith
organized a trick or treat party for the children and enlisted the help of her entire dorm to host the
event.
"Larissa helped spread the joy of volunteer work through her outstanding idea and effort,"
said Mallory Boerst, the assistant director at Easter Seals—The Growing Place, which provides day
care for children, including children with disabilities, from age 6 weeks to 5 years.
Smith has been a regular volunteer since September at The Growing Place and impressed
her supervisors there "immediately with her enthusiastic attitude," Boerst said. "She is
exceptionally conscientious with her work and has gone beyond the call of duty in that she has
come in to help us out beyond her set volunteer hours and has created on her own initiative a
unique opportunity for the children here."
Smith developed the Halloween plan after overhearing parents express concern about not
having a safe place for their children to trick or treat. UM President George Dennison
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commended her for her "commitment and excellent work.

mContacts: Mallory Boerst. assistant director at Easter Seals—The Growing Place, 728-1273; and
Barbara Arnold, director, Volunteer Action Services, 243-2586.
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